
 

Dr. Padgett is a rehabilitation psychologist who has worked in multiple healthcare and cancer 

care settings, including the School of Medicine at Emory University, Kaiser Permanente 

Department of Hospital Medicine, the National Cancer Institute, the American Cancer Society, 

and currently at the Washington, D.C. Veterans Affairs Medical Center.   

 

Her research interests are at the intersections of cancer rehabilitation, psychosocial and palliative 

care in oncology.  More specifically she has worked in screening for distress, symptoms and 

physical function in cancer patients, palliative care decision making, cognitive and psychosocial 

effects of cancer and cancer treatment and the implementation of evidenced based care in 

community cancer settings.  She has recently developed interests in using technology to extend 

the reach of clinical care and to facilitate screening and referrals.  Her clinical work focuses on 

symptom management in cancer patients, particularly cognition and fatigue.  Her driving visions 

for psychosocial, rehabilitation, and palliative care providers to work together to facilitate high 

quality cancer care and survivorship.  She has published in these areas and works as part of two 

writing and research teams.   

 

Dr. Padgett currently serves as the Director of Research for APOS, as well as a member of the 

Strategic Partnerships committee.  She is also a member of the American Congress of 

Rehabilitation Medicine, where she is a member of the Cancer Rehabilitation Cognition and 

Research and Outcomes working groups.   

 

Dr. Padgett has had the good fortune of serving as a Program Director at the National Cancer 

Institute from 2011-2015, and in that role provided expertise in cancer survivorship and 

palliative care for the participating hospitals in the National Cancer Institute (NCI) in the 

Community Cancer Center Program (NCCCP).  From that experience she took the following 

lessons:  If it’s worth doing, it’s worth evaluating; Quality care builds on the unique strengths of 

a cancer center; and Start programs where they are excited to see you! 

 
 


